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PROSPECTIVE GROWTH OF WORLD COTTON TEXTILE CONSUMPTION IN THE NEXT DECADE 

Cotton textile consumption in the United States and the world will increase 

significantly during the next decade. This is the conclusion reached in studies 

made in the United States and by an advisory group of the International Cotton 

Advisory Committee appointed to study the problem --a group consisting of 

textile economists and statisticians of the OECD, FAO, IBRD and the Organization 

of American States. In arriving at this conclusion our experts and the ICAC 

group have taken into consideration the main factors that will influence 

consumption, in particular the needs of an expanding population and the 

prospective rise of personal income and demand. 

As pointed out by the ICAC study, total consumption of all textiles, 

including cotton, will rise significantly to meet the needs of the world's 

expanding population even if present day per capita consumption levels were not 
2 

to change. Free World population increased by 175 million between 1955 and 

I960 and by 1970 will have increased further by an estimated 390 million or by 

20 percent. In addition to rising demand during the next decade resulting from 

greater population, projections indicate that personal incomes and purchasing 

power will also rise. . 

See International Cotton Advisory Committee Prospective Trends in 
Consumption of Textile Fibres, May I96I, Preliminary and Confidential. Also, 
Tiie Cotton Situation United. States Department of Agriculture, November i960, 
pp. 21-24. 

2 
It was assumed that cotton consumption in the next decade would have about 

the same proportionate relationship to total fibre consumpt'ion as in 1959» 
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Our experts have estimated that total cotton consumption in the' United 

States will expand through the I960~rs at"â"inâtë*"ôr""sômêwhat under 2 percent 

per annum or from about 1.9 million"metrictons in 1960~to 2.3 million tons 

in 1970. This expansion would "approximate "thé "expéctëd~ahhual population 

increase over the -decade of -about 1.8. percent* _ It. would-be_below the .expected. . 

4.3 percent annual increase in personal disposable incomes, partly because a 

greater proportion of consumption will be in man-made fibres and because the 

income elasticity of demand for all textiles is less than unity. ^Total 

United States consumption of all fibres is expected to increase from approxi

mately 3,0 million metric tons in i960 to 3.9 million metric tons in 1970, 

or by 30 percent^/ 

Annual increments of cotton textile consumption in other regions as . r. 

projected by the ICAC,. are greater than the expected expansion in the United 

States. Total world consumption (.excluding Eastern Europe, the USSR, and ...... 

mainland China) is expected by the ICAC to increase by about 3.0 percent per 

annum. For example, in Western Europe cotton consumption is tentatively 

projected to increase by 3 percent per annum between i960 and 1970. Per capita 

expenditures on all gcods are expected to increase by just under 3 percent 

annually while the total population rise is forecast at 6 percent between i960 

and 1965 and by 4 percent between 1965 and 1970. In Canada, largely because 

of an expected increase of population from 17.4 million in 1959 to 23.0 

million in 1970, cotton consumption is expected to increase by 2.2 percent 

per annum from about 115,000 tons in 1959 to 146,000 tons in 1970. 

The necessity to meet the domestic needs of expanding populations for 

cotton and other fibres will be proportionately great in the developing 

countries. 'By 19^0 Latin America is expected to have. 66 millioûj-more^people 

than in 1959, a rise of 33 percent. The population cf Africa (éxcludïSg; the _. 

United Arab Republic, Sudan, and Libya) is expected to increase by 29 percent 

from around 208 million in 1959 to 270 million in1970. The population of 

the Near East is expected to increase by 23 percent in the next decade and 

the population of Par Eastern countries, other than Japan, by 20 percent. 

In many countries of this group cotton textile consumption will also increase 
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in response to an increase of incomes. For example, in Africa the ICÀC has 

adopted the FAO projection of a 2.5 percent annual increase in per capita 

income. . Similarly, per capita income is expected to increase by 3.0 percent 

per annum in the Near East. 

As à result of these and other factors, cotton consumption in the decade 

of the i960's is expected to increase annually by j5»8 percent in Latin 

America, 5.2 percent in Africa, 7-3 percent in the Near East, 3-2 percent in 

the Sar East (see attached table). This means a 51 percent increase in 

cotton consumption for this group of countries from about 2.8 million metric 

tons in 1959 to about 4.2 million metric tons in 1970. At the same time, 

with the substantial increases expected in countries such as the United States, 

Canada, and Western Europe as noted above, there appears to be little: doubt 

that the next decade will seè a considerable rise of world cotton consumption. 

'AO also provided the projections for fibre consumption in Africa. 



a/ 
COTTON FIBER CONSUMPTION-', ACTUAL 1959, PROJECTED 1970 AND ANNUAL RATES 

OF CHANGE OF CONSUMPTION AND POPULATION 

United States 

Canada 
c/ 

Western Europe-

Latin America 

Africa 

Near East 

Far East^ 

Of which: 

Japan 

Oceania 

TOTAL 

Actual Cotton 
Fiber Consumption, 

1959 
(Thousands of, / 
Metric Tons)-

1,9^8 

115 

1,524 

642 

251 

188 

1,693 

341 

75 

6,436 

Projected Annual Projected Annual 
Compound Rate Compound Growth 
of Population Rate, Cotton Fiber 

Growth, 1959-1970 Consumption, 1959-
(Percent) 1970 (Percent) 

1.8 

2.8 

0.8 

2.7 

2.4 

1.0 

1.9 

0.8 

1.9 

1.9 

1.7 

2.2 

3.0 

3.8 

5.2 

7.3 

3.2 

4.5 

2.5 

3.0 

Projected Cotton 
Fiber Consumption, 

1970 
(Thousands of 
Metric Tons) 

2,327 

146 

2,112 

965 . 

450 

374 

2,400 

557 

98 

8,872 

Projected Increase 
of Cotton Fiber 

Consumption, 1959-1970 
(Thousands of 
Metric Tons) 

379 

31 

588 

323 

199 

186 

707 

216 

23 

2,436 
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a/ I.e. ultimate consumption or consumption of raw fibers with adjustments for exports and imports of cotton textiles. 
b/ Rawj cotton equivalent converted from bales at one bale equal to 480 lbs. (218 kgs). 
c/ Including Turkey 
d/ Exqluding Mainland China • 

Sourjces: U.S.: The Cotton Situation, November i960, pp. 21-24, U.S. Department• of Agriculture. 
Other countries: International Cotton Advisory Committee, Prospective Trends in Consumption 

; of Textile Fibers, May I96I, Preliminary and Confidential. 

A 


